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EGGPLANT

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Eggplant in its native tropics is a
perennial; in the temperate zone, an
annual. It is very sensitive to cold
winds and will not tolerate cold
weather, to say nothing of frosts. It
does best in hot summer weather.
Soil requirements are specific. Egg-
plants are subject to wilts which sup-
posedly are controlled by acid soils.
The plants grow much better, how-
ever, on soils that are well supplied
with magnesium limestone. Changing
the location of the plants ever/ year
is a better means of controlling the
wilt than with acid soil. Most of the
wilts enter the plants in the seed-
beds, where special care should be
exercised to prevent infections. Vir-
gin soil fertilized with liquid fer-
tilizer should be used as the seedlings
need the nutrients. The soils should
be good loams or sandy loams that
are well drained and are well sup-
plied with nutrients. The plants do
not do well on the low-lying soils
nor on the very heavy soils,

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: In order to
take advantage of all the hot weather
possible, the seed should be sown in-
doors about the middle of March in
soil found where vegetables have not
previously been grown. The soil
should not be taken from the garden.
A mixture of leafmold and sand or
moss and sand makes a good medium.
The seeds are planted half an inch
deep and kept moistened; the flat
or pot should be placed in a warm
spot. After the seedlings are 2 inches
tall they should be spotted about 3
inches apart each way or set in in-
dividual 4-inch pots, in the same kind
of soil. They should then be watered
with a liquid transplanting solution.
When the ground is well warmed,

about the twentieth of May or the
first of June, the plants should be
set in the garden with transplanting
solution. By this time the plants
should have four or five true leaves,
They should be side-dressed at least
three times during the growing sea-
son. The fruits are picked any time
after they have become large enough.
But they should be picked green, that
is, when they are dark purple. VVhen
the fruit ripens, it turns a brownish
color and is not very attractive.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Verticillium
wilt is the most troublesome disease
affecting eggplants. The organism
gets into the stems and plugs up the
water-conducting tissue so that the
plants wilt and the leaves turn yel-
low and finally die. Crop rotation in
three- or four-year cycles is the only
sure means of controlling the disease.
Magnesium deficiency accentuates
the disease. The bacterial wilt does
similar damage, but there is no con-
trol for it. A rot that attacks the
foliage and the fruit may cause some
trouble and be particularly bad in
years when the humidity is very high
for periods of several days at a time,
Of the insect pests, the flea-beetle
does considerable injury when the
plants are small, especially when the
plants are set out early and don't
start to grow immediately. The bee-
tles are very small and black and
leave small circular holes in the foli-
age. They do not stay over two weeks.
If the plants can be grown in pots or
in a hotbed and not planted too soon
in the spring, the beetles will do very
little damage. The Colorado potato
beetle does considerable damage, par-
ticularly if the plants do not start off
rapidly after they are set in the open
ground. It can be controlled by